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Piedmont Carolinas NAME Group

1898 Coddle Creek Highway
Mooresville, NC 28115


June 22, 2011

Dear Exhibitor,

Despite our hot summer temperatures, it’s time to start thinking about a cooler season -- the 2011 Christmas Show.   The Piedmont Carolinas NAME Group would like to extend an invitation to you to participate in the Southern Christmas Show’s miniature exhibit, the Enchanted Village, to be held at the Park, formerly the Charlotte Merchandise Mart November 9-20, 2011.  The Piedmont Carolinas NAME Group coordinates the Enchanted Village, and we encourage your support through participation as an exhibitor and as a monitor during show hours.  An entry form is enclosed for your convenience; please feel free to duplicate this if you wish to enter more than one exhibit or to share it with others, or you may download the form from the Piedmont Carolinas NAME Group web page, http://piedmontcarolinasname.org.  Please note that this year we are returning to the regular schedule for the Christmas Show, with exhibits coming in and judging held on Tuesday, Preview opening Wednesday, and opening to the general public on Thursday, November. 11.   This year’s theme is  The Sounds of Christmas.

 The categories for 2011- will be the same as in 2009:



Residential Structures (1”:1’ and 1/2”:1’ scales), (formerly houses)


Non-residential structures: 1”:1’scale only;  Free-standing such as  shops, garages, gazebos, potting sheds, greenhouses -- one or two rooms with finished exteriors. 


Small Scales (1/2”:1’ and smaller);  may include all categories, i.e., houses, outdoor scenes, room boxes, etc.) 


Stand-alone Room Boxes or Breakaway Box (interior scenes only that do not include landscaping on the outside - these must be complete room scenes, not single items or pieces of furniture); 


Unusual Containers (scenes in teapots, teacups, gift bags, bread boxes, cookie jars, etc.); 


Outdoor Scenes/Façades/Landscaping).  50% of the area must be landscaped, and judging emphasis will be on scene, landscaping, architecture, plantings, etc., not figures in the scene or on rooms viewed from the outside. Items that have no plantings, landscaping, etc. do NOT belong in this category!) 


 Miscellaneous.  This category includes domes [where the dome defines the exhibit but is not used for protection of the exhibit only, such as 1/4” scale houses under a glass dome], facades, free-standing items, single items, collections, items that do not fit in any of the above categories, etc.) 


Kids’ Corner.  This category is for children under 16, and entries will not be judged.

Five cash awards will be given in each of the following categories: Residential Structures, Non-Residential Structures, Stand alone Room  Boxes, Small Scales (1/4”:1’ and smaller), Unusual Containers,  and Landscaping or Outdoor Scenes.  These prizes are First place $50; Second place-$25; Third place-$15; and 2 Honorable Mentions-$10.  In addition, $100 for overall Best of Show will be awarded.  Ribbons will be awarded for the Miscellaneous, “Peoples Choice, and the “Kids’ Corner” categories. Enchanted Village visitors  vote for their favorite exhibit for the Peoples’ Choice award during  the first several days of the show.  Judging criteria remain the same: Overall Appeal; Skill/Workmanship; Originality/Creativity; and Scale/Proportion.


Please note that we are asking for your social security numbers if you wish your entries to be judged.  This is a requirement of Southern Shows for IRS purposes.  These numbers are known only to me and to Southern Shows if you win.  Once the Show is over and prizes awarded, the information is destroyed.  This information is due at the time you send in your entry forms; cash prizes will be awarded ONLY to those who have provided social security numbers with their applications.  (Thank you for your understanding and for your cooperation!)
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We welcome any kind of miniatures you wish to enter: club projects, houses, room boxes, scenes or landscapes, breakaway boxes, centerpieces which you may have won at Houseparties, etc. in the four scales miniaturists traditionally work in: 1”:1’, 1/2”:1’, 1/4”:1’, and smaller (1/144 scale, for instance).  

We do ask that you restrict anything you enter to be judged to items you have made or assembled yourself and which have not won awards in previous Christmas Shows.  All entries will be eligible for voting for the “Peoples Choice” award.  However, we ask that you wait a year to re-enter an exhibit previously shown in the Enchanted Village unless extensive changes have been made.  You must bring the exhibit submitted for approval and accepted -- we cannot allow any substitutions because of problems of arranging the layout for the Village.  Forms should be in by September 15.  Absolutely no exhibits will be accepted after October 1 because of problems of arranging the exhibit layout.  Also, to facilitate exhibit layout and assure placement in the most appropriate category, we ask that you submit a photograph of your entries by November 1.  Exhibits where photos do not reach PCNG by November 1 will not be judged.  A picture of the work in progress is acceptable but should include an overview of the finished piece for category verification.  (See application form for details.)
Exhibits must be in place and complete by 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday evening November 8; all exhibitors must be out of the exhibit area by 6:30 p.m. for judging.  Incomplete exhibits will NOT be judged.

Our Guest Artists for the 2011 Enchanted Village will  the members of the NAME Region E-3 team.  

In order to safeguard your exhibits in a show of this duration and magnitude, we ask each Enchanted Village exhibitor to monitor for a minimum of one three-hour shift.  We also ask that sponsors of children exhibiting in the “Kids’ Corner” category monitor for one session. Seating will be available.   Every effort will be made to work with your schedules, and you may send a substitute if you are unable to monitor. Information on picking up Monitoring badges will be sent to you with monitor instructions and confirmation of your monitoring time.  However, DO NOT go to the Southern Shows office at the Park to pick up a monitor badge until the actual time that you will be monitoring. 

We sincerely hope that you will join us in our eighteenth year of sponsoring the Enchanted Village and help to make it another success.  For any further information (and forms) please contact me at the above address.   To sign up as a monitor, please contact Barbara Boeckstiegel, 11124 Sir Francis Drake Drive, Charlotte, NC  28277, 704-814-4304, email,
mrsbarbarab@aol.com.  Remember that each exhibitor receives four passes per exhibit (up to a total of 12 free tickets, value $72) for the show.

We look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Show in November.







Sincerely, 







Rachel A. Bonney, Coordinator 







The Enchanted Village

Enclosure

